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Korean’s Plea 


In Smugglin 


aa v2 -., By-Bill Richards | i 
: Washinzton Post Staff Writer ~.* om 
“Congressional ‘investigators: in. the’ 

_ South Korean influence-buying probe 
said yesterday they are looking into 
the circumstances surrounding a guil- 
ty plea quietly: made earlier this year 
‘by one of the-major. witnesses in the’ 
investigation that. he: ‘smuggled: $15, 
000 in cash into the United States... a 
’ ‘The witness, former Korean Central 
Intelligence Agency ‘chief Kim- “Hyung | 
Wook,. _pleaded | guilty to the. . smug- 
gling charge’ in U.S. District Court in 
New York’ City"and.was given a one:: 
year suspended sentence March 15. : 
-. Kim, who lives in a well-todo New 


- Jersey suburb, testified last year that] - 


he was unemployed. He appeared in 
connection with South Korean: influ- 
ence-buying allegations before . two. 
‘House committees last year and. also 
gave testimony..to-a. grand’ jury here 
that was looking into the allegations. - 
_At the time of his testimony: last 
June Kim was denounced by Seoul 
government officials who said he had 
been: deeply~involved. in. .official-cor~ 
ruption. wher he. headed. jthe KCIA 
and-:in oth fficial: : pos ons- 


‘spondent “for. Se: 
Customs : ‘Service. ‘gources: ° said Kim 
was-arrested Jan. 18 of.this year ‘after 
a customs agent: spotted him ‘walking 
oddly through Kennedy‘ International 
Airport-‘in New York. He’ was found. to 
be carrying $75; 000 in? cash+taped to’ 
his legs. ? x * 
A spokesman for the House-Interna- 
tional organizations: ‘¥subcommittee; 
which has been: looking -into- South 
Korean influence-buying. allegations, 


smuggling Gage: se - = 
;The spokesman said. “some: subcom- 
“mittee members feared the smuggling! 
conviction could cast “doubts:on Kim's 
credibility: as ‘one of thesubcommit-; 
tee’s major: witnesses: in the inquiry: 
“We have spoken. oar about it an 
we are co eb. 
‘look at the matter,”:he said: 3. 
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‘tice Department before.a grand jury 
here looking into the influence-buying 


‘with the investigation could not be 


_yesterday.**  ° 


Sources at the House Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct,. which 
has also had Kim as a witness in its 
probe into the South Korean influ- 
ence-buying charges, said - yesterday 
they did not feel the smuggling convic- 
tion reflected on Kim’s.testimony. 


» “Kim-has also appeared for the Jus- 


charges, Justice officials connected 
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